376              THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

surely may be no terrorism, certainly no attempts on European
life or the life of officials whether they are Europeans or others.
If I had my way, therefore, I would certainly utilize all the ordi-
nary legal powers to put down crime and at the same time find
out what the terrorists mean by freedom and if, as a result of
enquiry, I found their demands just, I would straight away concede
their demands and there would be no terrorism in the land.

The late Mr. G. R. Das and many other public men of his
time advised the Government to adopt this method, but their
advice went unheeded or was not accepted in the fullest extent.
But it is never too late to retrace one's steps in a matter of this
character and I fear very much that, unless full freedom for which
the nation is hungering comes, terrorism will not be rooted out.

The Congress has adopted a method whereby terrorism can
entirely be replaced by means of civil resistance and all it means,
and I am certain the Congress method has, in a very large degree,
kept the terrorist crime under check. But I make no larger claim
for the Congress method just yet, I hope, however, whether the
Government regains sanity or not, the Congress will pursue its
course and some day effectively stamp out terrorism. But I con-
fess that the progress is slow as all methods of conversion are likely
to be.

The relevance, however, of what I have said is that these
extraordinary powers of repression with which the Bengal Govern-
ment has armed itself seem to me wholly inconsistent with the desire
expressed here to part with power, and give India the real free-
dom she wants. Apart, therefore, from the meaning which the
Premier's declaration bears, this Ordinance and the other things
that, I know, are happening in India, fill me with the greatest
misgivings and may leave the Congress no choice in the matter
of tendering further co-operation.

How I wish public opinion here was moved in the right
direction. I am sure if the honest Indian version of the whole
affair came to light as to what is happening in Bengal today, it
would not, at any rate, be tolerated,

Amnta Bazar Patnka, 3-12-1931